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§§ 146 to 146k. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–131, § 3, Sept. 
24, 1963, 77 Stat. 194 

Section 146, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 Stat. 
417, provided methods of obeying and construing sec-
tions 146 to 146k, suggestion for ascertainment of risk 
of collision, and advice concerning the operation of sea-
planes. 

Section 146a, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 417, related to sailing vessels approaching one an-
other. 

Section 146b, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 417, related to power-driven vessels meeting end 
on. 

Section 146c, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 418, related to power-driven vessels crossing. 

Section 146d, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 418, related to vessels or seaplanes meeting. 

Section 146e, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 418, related to the course of vessels having the 
right of way, and the duty in aiding to avert collision. 

Section 146f, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 418, related to crossing ahead of vessel having 
right of way. 

Section 146g, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 418, related to duty of power-driven vessel to 
slacken speed. 

Section 146h, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 418, provided that overtaking vessel keep out of 
the way of the overtaken vessel, defined ‘‘overtaken 
vessel’’. 

Section 146i, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 419, related to power-driven vessels in narrow 
channels and in nearing bends in a channel. 

Section 146j, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 419, related to right of way of fishing vessels, and 
obstruction of fairways. 

Section 146k, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. C, 65 
Stat. 419, related to special circumstances requiring de-
parture from rules. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Sept. 1, 1965, see Proc. No. 3632, Dec. 
29, 1964, 29 F.R. 19167, and section 3 of Pub. L. 88–131, 
both set out as notes under section 1051 of this title. 

§§ 147 to 147d. Repealed. Pub. L. 88–131, § 3, Sept. 
24, 1963, 77 Stat. 194 

Section 147, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 
Stat. 419, related to sound signals of vessels indicating 
course. 

Section 147a, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 
Stat. 419, related to additional precautions. 

Section 147b, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 
Stat. 420, related to local rules for harbors and inland 
waters. 

Section 147c, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 
Stat. 420, related to distress signals. 

Section 147d, act Oct. 11, 1951, ch. 495, § 6, Pt. D, 65 
Stat. 420, related to orders to helmsmen, and has been 
omitted. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF REPEAL 

Repeal effective Sept. 1, 1963, see Proc. No. 3632, Dec. 
29, 1964, 29 F.R. 19167, and section 3 of Pub. L. 88–131, 
both set out as notes under section 1051 of this title. 

CHAPTER 3—NAVIGATION RULES FOR HAR-
BORS, RIVERS, AND INLAND WATERS GEN-
ERALLY 

SUBCHAPTER I—PRELIMINARY 

Sec. 
151. High seas and inland waters demarcation 

lines. 
(a) Establishment and purpose. 
(b) Applicability of other statutes; limi-

tation; position. 

Sec. 
(c) ‘‘United States’’ defined. 

152. Regulation of length of towlines. 
153. Penalty for use of unlawful towline. 
154 to 159. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER II—RULES CONCERNING LIGHTS, 
ETC. 

171 to 183. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER III—SOUND SIGNALS FOR FOG, 
ETC.; SPEED 

191, 192. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—STEERING AND SAILING RULES 
AND SIGNALS 

201 to 213. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER V—NO VESSEL UNDER ANY CIR-
CUMSTANCES TO NEGLECT PROPER PRE-
CAUTIONS 

221, 222. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—DISTRESS SIGNALS 

231. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—ORDERS 

232. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER I—PRELIMINARY 

§ 151. High seas and inland waters demarcation 
lines 

(a) Establishment and purpose 
The Secretary of the department in which the 

Coast Guard is operating shall establish appro-
priate identifiable demarcation lines dividing 
the high seas from harbors, rivers, and other in-
land waters of the United States, for the purpose 
of determining the applicability of special navi-
gational rules in lieu of the International Regu-
lations for Preventing Collisions at Sea. 

(b) Applicability of other statutes; limitation; po-
sition 

The Secretary shall also establish appropriate 
identifiable lines dividing inland waters of the 
United States from the high seas for the purpose 
of determining the applicability of each statute 
that refers to this section or this section, as 
amended. These lines may not be located more 
than twelve nautical miles seaward of the base 
line from which the territorial sea is measured. 
These lines may differ in position for the pur-
poses of different statutes. 

(c) ‘‘United States’’ defined 
For the purposes of this section, the term 

‘‘United States’’ includes the several States of 
the United States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, Guam, American 
Samoa, the United States Virgin Islands, the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is-
lands, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, 
and any other Commonwealth, territory, or pos-
session of the United States. 

(Feb. 19, 1895, ch. 102, § 2, 28 Stat. 672; Pub. L. 
96–324, § 1, Aug. 8, 1980, 94 Stat. 1020; Pub. L. 
96–376, § 13, Oct. 3, 1980, 94 Stat. 1511; Pub. L. 
96–591, § 9, Dec. 24, 1980, 94 Stat. 3436.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

For the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea, referred to in subsec. (a), see Inter-


